
Green Park Must Reads – Year 3/4

Children in year 3 consolidate and build upon their knowledge of fairy tales and fables and start to look at stories which
lead to discussions about deeper meaning The chapter books are a little longer now and stories are presented from
unusual and diverse points of view This is a year for children to develop their reading on from classic and traditional
tales and move to modern writing with thought provoking themes.  The reading is fun to engage children as we model
the joy of reading for those in this year group who are moving to independent reading.

Autumn – Cycle A

One day a little boy is walking along
when he trips, stumbles and falls ...
into the Stone Age! He meets a girl
his own age and her tribe, and learns
all about their way of life. He watches
them make tools, clothes and
weapons. He sees how they hunt,
fish, cook, celebrate – and even how
they paint on the walls of caves. But
when a furious cave bear attacks, he
wakes up back in his own time where
everyone tells him it was only a
dream. But was it? Links to History
– Stone Age/Bronze Age/Iron Age.

The boy, the mole, the fox and the
horse are four friends who share a
deep, unshakable bond. Through a
series of brief but profound
conversations, Mackesy teases
universal truths and rich wisdom from
the mouths of his characters,
celebrating warmth and empathy in all
its myriad forms. Exploring kindness
through exquisite, sensitive artwork
and delicate calligraphy, The Boy, the
Mole, the Fox and the Horse is a
moving study in friendship. Links to
PSHE – How can we be a good
friend?

Little Reindeer is lost in the forest. It
begins to snow and as the snowflakes
crowd through the trees, she catches
a glimpse of something: a flash of
startling red and wings blurring in the
air. A robin! In a piece of woodland
magic, the generous robin lends the
red from his feathers to Little
Reindeer's nose, and they fly home
together. Links to PSHE – How can
we be a good friend?



Spring – Cycle A

The first chapter of this modern
classic novella seizes the imagination
of readers (or listeners) as the
gigantic Iron Man crashes over the
cliff, is dismembered, then
re-assembles himself.  A modern
fable of extraordinary power.

Although aimed at slightly younger
children, this losing tale includes a lot
of examples of speech.  It’s about a
little boy who loses his teddy and
discovers that someone bought it at
the school fete.  His sister comes up
with an idea to get it back.

In this collection of 13 classic fables,
Michael Rosen passes on the wisdom
of Aesop in a unique and appealing
way. Modern, humorous retellings of
classics Re-visits fables.

Summer – Cycle A

A boy is asked by his mother to take a
basket containing a cake to Grandma
which entails following a path through
the forest. Children will recognise the
many intertextual links with several
fairy tales, most notably Little Red
Riding Hood. The thematic links with
many other books by Anthony Browne
are also evident, in terms of both story
and illustrations. Re-visits fairy tales

When Sona learns about the climate crisis
at school and is very worried that no one
is doing enough to combat it, she takes up
the challenge herself. But Appa isn't
amused when Sona throws out her baby
sister's nappies and Thatha isn't happy
when she tells him to get rid of his
colour-coded plastic files. When Sona
learns that many of the kolams – the
traditional art that people draw in front of
their homes to celebrate the winter
months and the festival season – are not
organic, she sets out to make some big
changes by getting everyone involved.

Duncan’s crayons desperately want to
communicate with him so each of
them writes him a letter. Most of them
have grievances, whether it’s about
the amount they have to work (too
much or too little) or the restricted
range of objects for which they are
used. Each crayon has its own distinct
character, highlighted by the fact that
the letters are written in a variety of



and requires children to make links
to traditional fairy tales.

Link to Wider World – cultural diversity
and caring for the environment.

handwriting styles on different kinds of
paper.

Autumn – Cycle B

Anthony Browne’s beautiful artwork illuminates
the story of a lonely girl, a friendly gorilla, and
their enchanted night out.  Hannah spends all
of her time reading gorilla books, watching
gorilla TV shows, and drawing gorilla pictures.
Hannah loves gorillas and longs to see a real
one, but her father is always too busy - or too
tired - to take her to the zoo. Then, on the night
before her birthday, something extraordinary
happens - and Hannah’s wish comes gloriously
true. 

Told from the perspective of a bully, this book
explores themes of bullying and homelessness,
while celebrating kindness, friendship and the
potential everyone has to change for the good. 

This is a story about a boy
named William Trundle and a
dinosaur named
the Christmasaurus. It's about how
they meet one Christmas Eve and
have a magical adventure. It's about
friendship and families, sleigh bells
and Santa, singing elves and flying
reindeer. It's about discovering
your heart's true desire, and
learning that the impossible might
just be possible.



.

Spring – Cycle B

Harry - known as Harry the Hulk to his friends,
because he is freakishly tall for an 11-year-old -
is desperate for a dog. His mum has said if he
can earn 500 Puppy Points then he's allowed to
get one. And today she has offered him 50
points if he takes Gran to the Caught Short
Awards, where she has won the Lifetime
Achievement Award for services to Loo Roll. All
Harry has to do is take her for a haircut and
then to the ceremony. It should be easy! It
should be a piece of cake. But what Harry
doesn't know is that Gran has her own agenda
in mind, and after a stop at the supermarket for
some toffees (the sweet she is BANNED from
having!) things go very wrong indeed!

Sally is just a baby when she first begins to
soar above her house and garden. Soon she
sees other children floating in the sky. Her
mother is sceptical, but her grandmother
believes her and soon goes with Sally to the far
away places she visits every night.  Links to
Winter’s Child and other Colin Thompson texts.

When the moon rises high and the stars
twinkle, it is bedtime for the baby animals of the
Indian forest. But tonight, when the skies turn
dark and the night grows stormy, the little ones
can't sleep. SWISH-SWISH! CRACK-TRACK!
FLASH-SNAP! goes the storm. Only Mama
Elephant with her words of wisdom can
reassure them, "You're safe with me." Cultural
diversity.

Summer – Cycle B

First in a comedy series about Hiccup
Horrendous Haddock III and how he becomes a
Viking hero from very unlikely beginnings. First
he has to catch his dragon and then train it and,

Lucy wakes up one morning to discover
something very strange indeed. All the
grown-ups in her town have disappeared. All
the other kids in Whiffington are so excited! No
more grown-ups means no more school! No

A child describes how her life and her world
were totally disrupted when war came to her
country and how she had to flee alone. When
she eventually reaches a place which she
believes war has not reached, she finds a
school.  The teacher tells her that there is no



of course, in order to do that he has to learn
Dragonese.! Links to an engaging writing unit
about Dragons.

more bedtime! No more rules! But Lucy wants
her mum back - and nothing is going to stop
her.
So - along with her friends Norman and Ella -
Lucy sets off on an unbelievable adventure into
a topsy-turvy, back-to-front and inside-out new
world . . . The world underneath her bed. The
world of . . . The Creakers!

room for her but in a hopeful and moving
dénouement the children each bring chairs so
that the refugee child and others in her situation
will be able to come to school and symbolically
be able to find a new home, a new place to be.
Links to Wider World: Conflict and migration.

Other Year 3/4 favourites

While Coco sleeps far away, the sun rises up
behind a snowy peak and casts its mellow
dawn light for the wandering polar bears. It
skims across the icy water, touching a
fisherman's hat and catching for a moment in
the eye of a whale. The sun leaps whole
countries, chasing the night, before bursting at
last in a fanfare of warm golden light through
Coco's window!

How does a very small girl hide a very large
lion? It's not easy, but Iris has to do her best,
because mums and dads can be funny about
having a lion in the house. Luckily, there are
lots of good places to hide a lion - behind the
shower curtain, in your bed, and even up a tree.
But Iris can't hide her lion forever, and when her
mum discovers him, he has to run away and
hide all on his own.

A broken-hearted robot is left on the scrapheap.
Day turns into night, Autumn into Winter, as he
lies there, and this is beautifully and simply
portrayed in four consecutive pictures. It seems
he will never move again until a Bluebird arrives
who needs help to get to a warmer place. The
theme of self-sacrifice and caring for other
echoes that of Oscar Wilde's The Happy
Prince.

It’s Bob’s job to keep the Moon clean and tidy.
He also welcomes tourist spaceships and gives
guided tours. Bob’s daily routine is described in
a matter of fact tone, and his disbelief in aliens
is frequently referred to. However, the detailed,
period pictures, tell a different story.  Link to
Baboon on the Moon animation

Jessie lives with her grandmother in a poor
village in the valleys of eastern Europe. When,
to everyone's surprise, young Jessie is chosen
by the village rabbi to travel to America, and to
leave her grandmother behind, they both feel
their hearts will break. 

Award-winning author Amy Hest brings her

A boy must leave his home and find another.
He brings with him a teacup full of earth from
the place where he grew up, and sets off to
sea. Some days, the journey is peaceful, and
the skies are cloudless and bright. Some days,



sure and inspired touch to the story of our
immigrant heritage as she follows Jessie across
the ocean to a new life--and a new love--in
America.

storms threaten to overturn his boat. And some
days, the smallest amount of hope grows into
something glorious.

This poignant picture book is perfect for
discussing all of life's toughest challenges--a
big move, a divorce, long-distance separation,
or even the current refugee crisis--in a way
that's reassuring and inspiring.

The Boy at the Back of the Class is a child's
perspective on the refugee crisis, highlighting
the importance of friendship and kindness in a
world that doesn't always make sense.

Franky can't wait to move to his new town -
although he wishes he didn't have to leave his
best friend Dani behind. But everything
changes after the storm, when strange green
lightning and powerful thunder crash down on
the town. From that night on, the kids who live
on Franky's street start to change. One by one,
they become a little odd. A little unusual. A
little... magical.

A Day of Pride is a rhymed book
celebrating love and pride, and
teaching the importance of
acceptance and tolerance. It
encourages children of all kind to be
proud of themselves and accepting
of others—exactly as they are

It is a colourful day of celebration.
Soon, the streets will be filled with
people of all kinds, who will march
in the festive Pride Parade. Miss
Rainbow is ready to paint the city
with her hues and colors, to fill
every corner with love and pride.
When the Witch of Shame appears,
she threatens to ruin the great party.

Kai is excited to go back to school after
the summer holiday, but soon finds
himself being mocked by his peers for
being different. Kai’s confidence is



lowered and he begins to wish that he is
normal like everyone else.   With the help
of his parents, Kai learns to be proud of
himself and his unique qualities and
values. He learns an important lesson:
that everyone is special and valuable in
their own way. He realises that the things
that make him different are the things that
make him special. He makes a decision to
use his qualities to shine his light .

This book about little Nick contains
lovely illustrations and a lightly
rhyming storyline.  It helps children
to recognise and cope with their
anger in a funny way through
communication with zoo animals.  It
also offers a variety of calming
techniques and aims to improve
kids self-regulation skills, teaches
children to admit their mistakes and
say “I’m sorry”.

Starting a new life in a new country, a
young boy feels lost and alone – until
he meets an old man who keeps
racing pigeons. Together they pin their
hopes on a race across Europe and
the special bird they believe can win
it: King of the Sky. links to Migration
in Geography and the wider world
(immigration across the world).

The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds is
an inspiring story.  It is about
having confidence to believe in
yourself and encouraging and
nurturing others.  Most children
struggle at some point and feel
like they just can’t do something.
 The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds is
a wonderful story that helps to
show that with a little
perseverance and a change of
perspective, amazing things are
possible. Links to Art and
PSHE.


